
Section GA, Spring 2019 (CRN 49004) Brian T. Murphy 
Monday/Wednesday, 11:00 AM–12:15 PM Bradley Hall, Y-16 
North Hall 202/Nassau Hall 227 Monday/Wednesday, 12:30–1:45 PM 
(Rooms subject to change) Brian.Murphy@NCC.edu 
 516-572-7718 

Description 
According to the college catalog, “This course examines outstanding works by major writers…and their 
cultural background in relation to the Irish literary tradition.” So we’ll read and talk about a lot of 
different stories, poems, and plays by various authors. Jonathan Swift? He’s Irish, but not modern. 
Stephen King? Sorry, modern, but not Irish. We’ll read James Joyce and Colum McCann, W. B. Yeats and 
Seamus Heaney, J. M. Synge and Brian Friel, among others. 

Readings 
See above. Lots  of stories, poems, and even plays. Fortunately, you need to buy only a few books for this 
class, all paperback, and you can get all of them used for around $30, or less than $14 online. 

Friel, Brian. Dancing at Lughnasa: A Play. London and Boston: Faber and Faber, 1998. ISBN 
9780571144792. 

Joyce, James. Dubliners. New York: Signet, 2007. ISBN 9780451530417. 

Synge, J. M. The Playboy of the Western World and Riders to the Sea. New York: Dover, 1993.  

Trevor, William, ed. The Oxford Book of Irish Short Stories. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2010. ISBN  

Everything else we’re reading this semester is free. I’ll give you a bunch of handouts, and many of the 
materials are also available online. (See Class Page, below.) 

Assignments 
You’ll write. A lot. Most of it small stakes (short response papers/journal entries), but also a semester-
long project. This can be a traditional research essay, if you want, but it can also be something more 
creative. And there’ll be some quizzes here and there, too, and some tests just to keep you on your toes. 

Grading 
 Attendance and Participation: 7.5% 
 Quizzes: 7.5%  
 Exams: 2 @ 15% 
 Short writing assignments: 15% 
 Research Paper/Project: 40% 

Other stuff 
Attendance matters. Be here, on time, every time, and be prepared. 
Due dates matter. Be sure to get your work in on time. All due dates are listed on the schedule. 
Behavior matters.  It’s college, and you’re already second-year students. ‘Nuff said. 
Writing matters. Organization, grammar, diction, mechanics, and spelling are always important. 
Plagiarism matters. Just don’t.  

http://amzn.to/1Y113hB
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0451530411/?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&colid=&coliid=&condition=used&creative=390957&linkCode=ur2&me=&qid=&qid=&seller=&shipPromoFilter=0&sort=price&sr=&sr=&tag=briantmurph-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0486275620/?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&condition=used&creative=390957&keywords=The%20Playboy%20of%20the%20Western%20World%20and%20Riders%20to%20the%20Sea&linkCode=ur2&qid=1389201843&s=books&sr=1-1&tag=briantmurph-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/offer-listing/0199583145/?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&condition=used&creative=390957&linkCode=ur2&tag=briantmurph-20


Class web page:  www.Brian-T-Murphy.com/Eng209.htm  
Lost the syllabus?  Go to the class web page. 
Can’t remember the reading assignment?  Go to the class web page. 
Need additional resources?  Go to the class web page. 
Have a question about the class?  Go to the class web page. 

This isn’t an online or hybrid course, but all of my classes are web enhanced. I provide a full online 
syllabus with additional readings, links to online texts, announcements and updates, and lots of ancillary 
materials. Do you need to access it regularly? No. Is it smart to at least be familiar with it? Yeah, 
probably. 

Disabilities and Accommodations 
If you have a physical, psychological, medical, or learning disability that may adversely impact your 
ability to carry out the assigned coursework, contact the staff at the Center for Students with Disabilities 
(CSD) in Building U: 572-7241, TTY 572-7617. CSD will review your concerns and determine with you what 
accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation are confidential. 

FAQs 
Can I use my tablet in class?  Students who wish to use a laptop or tablet to take notes may be allowed 
to do so, but you must sit in the front row and submit a copy of your notes to me at the end of each class. 

What about extra credit?  I’ll notify you of opportunities for extra credit during the semester, including 
attendance at various workshops or cultural events related to the class. If you provide proof of 
attendance along with a typed one- to two-page response, you’ll receive additional points. 

What if I miss class?  Students unable to attend class should contact me regarding their absence; in 
addition, students are responsible for submitting all work on time regardless of absences. 

What about late work?  No make-up opportunities will be offered or late work accepted, except under 
extraordinary circumstances with appropriate documentation. 

Wait, that can’t be all. What about due dates, writing topics, page 
numbers for the reading assignments, and all that other stuff? 
Trust me, that’s all covered on the “official” syllabus that you’ll receive. It’s over 12 pages long. Yikes! 


